Contents

Introduction  Art versus Reality: Dilemma and Solution /
The Relationship between Painting and Literature
Organization and Methodology
Structural Functions of Art Descriptions
Criticism

1 The Aesthetic Development of a Novelist Art Critic 1

2 The Woman-Haters: Degas, Forain, Rops, and Moreau 33
Manet, 1877
Degas and Forain, 1879-81
Degas, Forain, and Rops, 1889
Moreau
Chartres Cathedral
Fra Angelico
Anonymous Portrait of a Young Girl
Virgin and Child by the Maitre de Flémalle

3 L’Indicible Mélancolie: Raffaélli and the Impressionists 67
Impressionism
Raffaélli
Le Drageoir aux épices, 1874
Marthe, 1876
Les Soeurs Vatard, 1879
Croquis parisiens, 1880
En Rade, 1887
La-Bas, 1891

4 Redon and the Terrifying World of the Subconscious 103
QOdilon Redon
A Rebours, 1884
“Cauchemar,” 1886



vi Contents
“Damiens,” 1886
En Rade, 1887
“Le Monstre,” 1889
Conclusion 133
Notes 137
Select Bibliography 151

Index 157



