Contents

Acknowledgments . ........... ... ittt ix

Part One
THE ROOTS, 1870-1933

Chapter 1

The Origins of Totalitarianism . .........c.o0oveiereeeennens 3
The European Background 3
The German Background 18

Chapter 2

The Trauma of Military Defeat and Economic Ruin, 1919-23..... 41
The End of the Second Reich 41
Germany in Revolutionary Turmoil 49
Weimar and Versailles 54
Political Chaos, Putsches, and the End of Money 65

Chapter 3

The Riseof Adolf Hitler . . ........cciiieiniiiiiiiinnnnn. 74
Ancestral Roots 74
Childhood Fixations 77
Adolescent Fantasies 81
The Homeless Outsider, 1908-13 85
Hitler in Munich, 1913-14 92
Redeemed by War, 1914-18 96
The Vision Is Born 99
Summary 101

Chapter 4

The Rise of the Nazi Party, 1919-23 .. ........... ...t 102
From Red Revolution to White Counterrevolution, 1918-19 102
The Origin and Growth of the Nazi Party (NSDAP) 115

Party Membership, Finance, and Paramilitary Organizations 131



vi Contents

Chapter 5

The Beerhall Putsch and Its Aftermath . ... ................. 147
The Hitler Putsch of November 8-9, 1923 147
The Hitler Trial 159
Landsberg and Mein Kampf 162
The Disintegration of the Nazi Party 175

Chapter 6

The Years in the Political Wilderness, 1924-29 . . . ............ 179
The Cracks in the Weimar Republic 179
Hitler Reconstructs the Party, 1924-29 192
The Young Plan and the Coming of the Great Depression 211

Chapter 7

The Nazi Seizure of Power .. ..............o00'oooonnn.. 218
The Breakdown of Parliamentary Democracy 218
The Nazi Upsurge and the End of Briining 224
The Papen and Schleicher Periods 241
The Fatal Embrace: The Conservative Elite Picks Hitler 252

Conclusion

Who Supported Hitler?. .. ...............000 .. 259

Part Two
THE FRUITS, 1934-45

Chapter 8

The Consolidation of Power, 1933-34 .. .. .. ............... 267
The Nazi Assault on the Government 267
The Ways and Means of Gleichschaltung 278
Operation Hummingbird: The Réhm Purge 284

Chapter 9

The Totalitarian Racial State. . .......................... 294
The Fiihrer and the Fiibrerprinzip 295
The Nazi Party 305
The Institutions of the State 310
A State within a State: The SS 328

Chapter 10

Lifein NaziGermany . ... ..., 341
The Aesthetics and Psychology of Mass Seduction 341
Youth and Education 345

Women and the Family 354



Contents

Religion and the Churches
The State of Culture under the Nazis
The Economy and the Workforce

Racism and Anti-Semitism

Chapter 11
The Road to War, 1933-39. ... ..ot

The Great Powers between the Wars

Hitler’s Foreign Policy

Ribbentrop and the New Nazi Foreign Policy
Slipping through the Risky Zone, 1933-37

The Annexation of Austria

The Sudeten Crisis and Appeasement at Munich
The Destruction of Czechoslovakia

The Final Crisis: Poland

Chapter 12
Blitzkrieg: The Expansion of German Power, 193941 .........

The Psychology and Capacity for War

Blitzkrieg and Sitzkrieg: September 1, 1939-May 10, 1940

The War against the West

The Battle of Britain

The Mediterranean Theater: The Balkans and North Africa, 194041

Operation Barbarossa: The Invasion of Russia

Chapter 13
The New Nazi Racial Orderin Europe .. ..................

Nazi Occupation of the Continent
Nazi Crimes
Prelude to the Holocaust: Genocidal Policies in the East

The Holocaust

Chapter 14
The Defeat of Nazi Germany, 194245 .. ..........couun...

The Hinge of Fate Turns: Stalingrad and “Tunisgrad”

The Invasion of Italy and the Fall of Mussolini

Hitler and the Germans in Defeat

Nazi Defeats at Sea, in the Air, and in the Laboratories

The Encirclement of the Reich: D-Day to the Battle of the Bulge
The Allied Invasion of Germany: January-May 1945

The End of Hitler and the Third Reich

vii

358
364
374
383

394
397
398
402
414
422
431
434

441
446
452
460
462
468

479
485
492
497

518
527
529
540
545
557
559



viii Contents

Conclusion

The Question of German Guilt . .. ................. ... 570
NOtES ottt ittt ettt et e e 579
Chronology .. ... oot e 625
Glossary of Key Names, Terms, and Abbreviations . . .......... 633
Bibliography ... ..ottt et i e e 671



