
Contents

List of Illustrations page ix

Preface xiii

Acknowledgments xxiii

Introduction 1
1 Early Italian Cinema Attractions 21

2 National History as Retrospective Illusion 48

3 Challenging the Folklore of Romance 72

4 Comedy and the Cinematic Machine 98

5 The Landscape and Neorealism, Before and After 121

6 Gramsci and Italian Cinema 149

7 History, Genre, and the Italian Western 181

8 La famiglia:The Cinematic Family and the Nation 205

9 A Cinema of Childhood 234

10 The Folklore of Femininity and Stardom 261

11 Conversion, Impersonation, and Masculinity 309

12 Cinema on Cinema and on Television 344

Notes 381

Bibliography 399

Filmograpby 409

Index 417



Illustrations

1 The Italo-French Connection and Ambrosio Films page 25
2 A Roman banquet in Guazzoni's Quo Vadis? 31
3 The gladiatorial arena, Quo Vadis? 31
4 The eruption of Mount Etna, Cabiria 33
5 The engines of war, Cabiria 35
6 An incarnation of service: Iidia Quaranta in Cabiria 37
7 Bartolomeo Pagano as Maciste in Cabiria 38
8 Sofonisba's palace, Cabiria 39
9 Francesca Bertini in Assunta Spina 41

10 A Neapolitan street scene, Assunta Spina 45
11 A spectacle of Roman unity, Scipione lAfricano 55
12 Roman domesticity: Scipione's wife in Scipione lAfricano 57
13 Choreography of the masses, Scipione VAfricano 59
14 Carmeliddu (Giuseppe Gulino), 1860 65
15 The decisive battle for national unity, I860 67
16 Romance and war: Captain Salaro (Amedeo Nazzari) and Speranza

(Elisa Cegani) in Cavalleria 69
17 The martyred princess Elsa (Elisa Cegani), La corona diferro

(The Iron Crown) 75
18 The sisters visit the Vatican, Sorelle Materassi 79
19 The Materassi sisters in their bridal finery: Teresa (Irma Gramatica)

and Carolina (Emma Gramatica) with Remo (Massimo Serrato) in
Sorelle Materassi 81

20 A common fate? The boy (Alfonsino Pasca) and the M.R (Dots M.
Johnson) in Paisa (Paisan) 85

21 Romance and betrayal: Countess livia Serpieri (Alida Valli) and
the Austrian officer, Franz (Farley Granger), in Senso 89

22 The swindler as hero: The incipient general (Vittorio De Sica)
as Colonel Muller (Hannes Messemer) in B generate Delia
Rovere 95

23 Elsa Merlini as Elsa in La segretaria privata (Private Secretary) 101
24 The camivalesque in Daro un milione (I'll Give a Million):

Assia Noris as Anna 105
25 Celestino (Gennaro Pisano) and his visitor in La macchina

ammazzacattivi (The Machine to Kill Bad People) 113



Illustrations

26 Saverio (Toto) parades through the streets of Naples, L'oro di
Napoli (The Gold of Naples) 129

27 Framing the prostitute: Teresa (Silvano Mangano) and Don Nicola
(Erno Crisa) in L'oro di Napoli 131

28 Women up against the wall: Pina (Anna Magnani) resists the SS
in Roma, citta aperta (Open City) 134

29 Torture and martyrdom, Roma, citta aperta: Major Bergmann
(Harry Feist) waits as Manfredi (Marcello Pagliero) is prepared for
interrogation 135

30 Federico Fellini directing Roma 139
31 Outdoor life in the city, Fellini's Roma 141
32 Under the city, Fellini's Roma 143
33 The House of Salina in church, // gattopardo (The Leopard) 156
34 life as spectacle: Angela (Claudia Cardinale) at the grand ball in

II gattopardo 157
35 Demonstrators in / compagni (The Organizer) 159
36 Incomplete "pasteup" of advertisement for / compagni

(The Organizer) 161
37 Peasants in the field, L'albero degli zoccoli (The Tree of Wooden

Clogs) 163
38 Gavino Ledda as a youth (Fabrizio Forte) in Sardinia, Padre

padrone (Father Master) 171
39 Gavino Ledda as an adult (Saverio Marcone), Padre padrone 173
40 Pasolini on the set of Accattone 177
41 Otello Sestili as Judas and Enrique Irozoqui as Jesus in

// Vangelo secondo Matteo (The Gospel According to
St. Matthew) 179

42 Panorama, // Vangelo secondo Matteo 178-9
43 Clint Eastwood as Monco in Per qualche dollaro in piii

(For a Few Dollars More) 193
44 Juan Miranda (Rod Steiger), the reluctant revolutionary in

Giu la testa (Duck, You Sucker) 195
45 James Coburn as Sean in Giu la testa 195
46 Terence Hill (alias Mario Girotti) as "Nobody," II mio nome e

nessuno (My Name Is Nobody) 202
47 Henry Fonda as the "legend" Beauregard in // mio nome e

nessuno 203
48 Paolo (Gino Cervi) getting breakfast in Quattro passifra le

nuvole (Four Steps in the Clouds) 211
49 Prico (Luciano De Ambrosis), severed from family, in / bambini

ci guardano (The Children Are Watching Us) 213
50 Ntoni in La terra trema (The Earth Trembles) 216



Illustrations

51 The endangered family: Anna (Yvonne Sanson) and Carlo
(Amedeo Nazzari) in Tormento 217

52 The family on parade: Fefe (Marcello Mastroianni) and Rosalia
(Daniela Rocca) in Divorzio all'italiana (Divorce - Italian Style) 221

53 Pasolini conducts an interview in Comizi d'amore (Love's
Meetings) 225

54 Carlo (Vittorio Gassman) in the opening family photograph of
Lafamiglia 229

55 Prico, alone and desperate after witnessing his mother with her
lover again, in / bambini ci guardano 247

56 Framing the children in Sciuscia (Shoeshine): Giuseppe's mother
Grene Smordoni), Giuseppe (Rinaldo Smordoni), and Pasquale
(Franco Interlenghi) 249

57 The Tavianis directing La notte di San Lorenzo (The Night of
the Shooting Stars) 255

58 7/ ladro di bambini (Stolen Children). Rosetta (Valentina Scalici)
and Antonio (Enrico Lo Verso) 259

59 The incarnation of the diva: Sofonisba (Francesca Braggiotti) in
Cabiria 263

60 Isa Miranda as "Everybody's Lady," La signora di tutti 273
61 Woman as spectacle in Zaza 276
62 Domestic fantasies: Isa Miranda as mother in Zaza 277
63 Anna Magnani as the title character in Mamma Roma 281
64 The postwar woman in Italian cinema: Silvana Mangano as

Silvana in Riso amaro (Bitter Rice) 285
65 Giulietta Masina as Gelsomina and Anthony Quinn as Zampano

in La strada 287
66 The two women in La ciociara (Two Women): Cesira (Sophia

Loren) and Rosetta (Eleonora Brown) 291
67 Sophia Loren's "striptease" as Mara in Ieri, oggi, domani

(Yesterday, Today and Tomorroiv) 295
68 Monica Vitti as Claudia in L'avventura 297
69 Women and Fascism: Mariangela Melato as Salome in Film

d'amore e d'anarchia (Love and Anarchy) 303
70 Antonio's (Roldano Lupi) obsession, Agrippina (Luisa Ferida), in

Gelosia (Jealousy) 321
71 The body in Ercole e la regina de Lidia (Hercules Unchained):

Hercules (Steve Reeves) overcome by Queen Omphale
(Sylva Koscina) 327

72 Men's rituals in Sedotta e abbandonata (Seduced and Aban-
doned): Giuseppe Califano (Aldo Puglisi) honors Don Vincenzo
(Sard Urzi) before the dishonored Agnese (Stefania Sandrelli) 329



xii • Illustrations

73 Marcello Mastroianni as Fefe in Divorzio all'italiana 333
74 Giancarlo Giannini as Tunin in Film d'amore e d'anarchia 335
75 Two aesthetes, Alfredo (Robert De Niro) and Ada (Dominique

Sanda) in 1900 339
76 Vittorio Gassman as the con man Walter in Riso amaro 341
77 life as theater: Nina (Leda Gloria) and Chiodini (Maurizio

D'Ancora) in Figaro e la sua gran'giornata (Figaro's Big Day) 347
78 The three friends of C'eravamo tanto amati (We All Loved Each

Other So Much): Nicola (Stefano Satta Flores), Gianni (Vittorio
Gassman), and Antonio (Nino Manfredi) 363

79 Maurizio Nichetti in his Ladri di saponette (The Icicle Thief) 369
80 Fellini on cinema and television, Ginger e Fred 373


