
Contents

fllustrations vi
Acknowledgements w

Introduction 1

1 Whistling in the Dark: British Cinema in the Early

Years of the War 9

2 The World Turned Upside Down: War Comedy 33

3 Myths and Fictions: Film and Propaganda 54

4 The Secret War: Films of Resistance and Subversion 81

5 Visions of Britain: Cinema, War and Realism 124

6 Passion and Loss: The Role of Women in Wartime
Cinema * ^

7 Tigers in the Smoke: Dark Legacies of the War 179

8 Reliving Past Glories: The Heyday of the British
War Film 2 0 4

9 Fallout: The Enduring Fasdnation of the Second
World War 2 3 9

Filmography 2 6 9

Bibliography 3 1 ^

Index of Film Tiües 3 2 3

Index of Names 331



Illustrations

_ 25,26
Convoy 27
Ships with Wittßs 3 6

Cottage toLet 49
They Met in the Dark 6 6

The Lift and Death of Colortel Blimp ? 6

They Came to a City 91
Unmtsored 9g
Undmover 104
Secret Mission
A$am$t the Wind
Wiertem Approaches
Wi EHve at Down l 5 0

The Vfsy to tke Stars 1 5g
TheW&rMOwesMealMng 1 6 3

EngKsh without Tems 1 6 5

Ifce Demi-Paradise

1 9 0

CageofGold 1 9 4

7% SÄ^ I*af DiW of Shame
the Smoke 22g

Sea ofSand 2 4 6

TÄ ^ e TÄar Got Away 2 5 9

Dressmaker
Lickinß Hitler


