
Contents 

Acknowledgements IX 
Abbreviations xi 

1 Introduction i 

2 The Parsi Sanskrit Tradition 2 

3 Physical Description 7 

4 Age and History 9 

5 Palaeography 11 
5.1 Avestan Palaeography 16 

5.1.1 Hands 1,2 and3 Overview 16 
5.1.2 Orthographic and Palaeographic Differences 17 

5.1.2.1 4 (variant 1), % 17 
5.1.2.2 g 19 
5.1.2.3 y, y 20 
5.1.2.4 n 21 
5.1.2.5 Remaining Avestan Letters 22 

5.2 Sanskrit Palaeography 27 
5.2.1 Parsi-NagarlVowels 28 

5.2.1.1 Independent Vowel Forms 28 
5.2.1.1.1 a, a, u, u, e 28 
5.2.1.1.2 i, i 29 
5.2.1.1.3 0 31 
5.2.1.1.4 r 31 

5.2.1.2 Dependent/Diacritic Vowel Forms 32 
5.2.1.2.1 a 32 
5.2.1.2.2 u 32 
5.2.1.2.3 e, ai, o, au 33 
5.2.1.2.4 Ornate Variations 34 
5.2.1.2.5 Avagraha 34 



5-2.2 Parsi-Nagarl Consonants 35 
5.2.2.1 Consonant Conjuncts 35 

5.2.2.1.1 Velar-initial Conjuncts 35 
5.2.2.1.1.1 k 35 
5.2.2.1.1.2 gga/gra 36 

5.2.2.1.2 Palatal-initial Conjuncts 36 
5.2.2.1.2.1 c 36 
5.2.2.1.2.2 j 37 

5.2.2.1.3 Retroflex-initial Conjuncts 38 
5.2.2.1.3.1 nna 38 

5.2.2.1.4 Dental-initial Conjuncts 39 
5.2.2.1.4.1 tr, tsa 39 
5.2.2.1.4.2 dra 39 
5.2.2.1.4.3 ddh/dv, ddhy/dvy 39 
5.2.2.1.4.4 dha, dhya 40 

5.2.2.1.5 Sibilant-initial Conjuncts 41 
5.2.2.1.5.1 s 41 

5.2.3 Interpunction Signs 41 
5.2.3.1 cha 41 
5.2.3.2 danda 42 
5.2.3.3 Opening Signs 43 
5.2.3.4 Closing Signs 44 
5.2.3.5 Chapter Dividers 44 
5.2.3.6 Deletion Marks 45 
5.2.3.7 Lacunae 46 

6 Pahlavi Text 50 

7 Range of Extant Text 51 

8 Note to the Facsimile Images 55 

9 Facsimile Images 57 

References 367 


