
Contents 

List of Contributors 
Acknowledgments 

Introduction Arie Sover 

Part 1 Verbal Humor 

1 Jokes and Insults: Language and Aggression Christie Davies 
2 How Jokes Work? Seven Humor Theorists in Search of a Joke: 

Multidisciplinary Perspectives on a Humorous Text Arthur Asa Berger 
3 God, Jokes, Parnusseh & Tsores: Jewish Humor Joseph Dorinson 
4 Holocaust Jokes on American and Israeli Situational Comedies: 

Signaling Positions of Memory Intimacy and Distance Jeffrey Scott 
Demsky and Liat Steir-Livny 

5 Intertextuality and Cultural Literacy in Contemporary Political 
Jokes Villy Tsakona 

6 Humor and Liminality: A Case Study of the Maltese Gahan 
Mary Ann Cassar 

7 Multifacet Pragmatics of Russian Post-Soviet Jokes Nataliia 
Kravchenko and Tetiana Pasternak 

Part 2 Visual Humor 

8 Caricature as a Weapon in Class Struggle: Early Soviet Graphic 
Satire Annie Gerin 

9 The Interplay Between Visual and Verbal Language in "Famous Last 
Words" Cartoons Carla Canestrari 

10 Inside Jokes: Identifying Humorous Cartoon Captions 
Algorithmically Dafna Shahaf, Eric Horvitz and Robert Mankoff 

11 Caricature as Desacralization of the Image: The Charlie Hebdo 
Case AyeletLilti 

12 The Internet Political Meme as Remediation of the Political 
Cartoon Khin-WeeChen 

ix 
xiii 

1 

15 

36 
49 

70 

86 

105 

120 

139 

159 

167 

188 

°02 



Part 3 Physical Humor 

13 Slapstick Comedy: Under What Conditions Can Body Movements be 
Humorous? Paul Bouissac 227 

14 Slapstick in the American Cinema: From Circus Clowns to the First 
Cinema Comedians ArieSover 238 

15 Slapstick Humor in Children's Popular Literature Evangeline E. 
Nwokah, Vanessa Lopez, and Erin Morrison 262 

16 Shenanigans on Stage: Cultural Reappropriation of Classical Music 
through Slapstick Terri Toles Patkin 280 

17 Consequential Slapstick Staging the Aristophanic Slapstick in 
Lysistrata Vicky Manteli 300 

Index 315 


