
CONTENTS 

1 Introduction 

2 Systemic violence 
Poverty, disability and death 12 
Organized power and political community 
A central bank of symbolic capital 20 

The crimes of the economy 22 
Omissions 26 
Consensual violence? 21 

3 Institutional violence 
Foxes and lions 30 
Power and crime 34 

Police violence 39 
Disposable bodies 42 
'Democratic' missions 43 

4 Crowds and group violence 
Masses, stupidity and mediocrity 48 
Profound honesty and plebian culture 50 

Hostile outbursts 51 
Whose violence? 52 

Looting and shopping 58 
Benign and malignant aggression 61 

Ruggiero, Vincenzo
Visions of political violence

digitalisiert durch:
IDS Basel Bern



vi Contents 

Social movements 63 
Multitude 65 

5 Conspiracy and the contemplation of 
Conflict 69 
Conspiracy 71 
Active and passive nihilism 75 
Suicide 78 
Betrayal and desistance 79 
The impossible communist 82 
Conclusion 83 

6 Armed struggle and civil war 
Affect and dramaturgy 87 
Controversial outcomes 91 
Avoiding civil war 95 
Violence within national territories 97 
Civil war and chaos 100 

7 Random killing and martyrdom 
Poverty or wealth? 105 
A significance quest 107 
Deculturation and faith 109 
The radicalization of democracy 113 
In the name of freedom 116 
Organizations and networks 118 
Voluntary negation of the body 122 

8 Chaotic murder 
Deception 128 
The criminology of war 131 
Spiritualized rationalism 134 
Criminalizing war 137 

9 Belligerence as sexual violence 
77if production of masculinities 142 
Male fantasies and abject bodies 146 



Contents vil 

Gender-selective genocide 148 
Subjugated subjects 150 
Female warriors 152 
A pornographic gaze 154 
Nation building 156 

10 Numinous terror 159 
Divine violence 161 
A secular age? 165 
Low and high time 161 
Imitators of Jesus 168 
The evolution of martyrdom 170 
Religion as a resource 112 
The religion of the faithless 174 

11 Violence and social change 177 
From the arms of critique to the critique of arms 119 
Social wars 181 
Lycurgus and Solon 182 
Class warfare 186 
Violence, accidents, chance 188 
Old and new dilemmas 191 

12 Conclusion 194 
Aesthetics and vengeance in reverse 195 
Reducing political violence 197 
Restoring equality 201 
Deliberative democracy and transgression 203 

References 
Index 

207 
233 


	007123658 [TOC]
	Inhalt
	Seite 1
	Seite 2
	Seite 3



